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Letter from the Chair

Dear Friends,

Welcome to the 11th Annual Family Matters Conference, and thank 
you for joining us today!  Our Conference Committee has worked hard 
to create a program that is informative, enriching, and will help you 
and your family wherever you are in your journey.

We’re proud of the work we have done on behalf of LGBTQ+ families 
in the region during these uncertain times. We have aimed to continue 
to provide quality events, programming, and resources to keep our 
families connected. From livestreams to drag story times, we have 
tried to remind people that even though we may be physically apart, 
we are still a community.

We musn't forget that not everyone in our community is going through 
the same struggles. Black and trans members have been through a 
lot over the course of this year. I'm proud that PFP marched as an 
organization in June’s Queer March for Black Lives and that PFP is 
continuing to represent Philadelphia LGBTQ+ families in a lawsuit 
currently pending before the U.S. Supreme Court, Fulton v. City of 
Philadelphia. Representing our families is something that PFP takes 
seriously, and I am honored that we continue to take on this role in 
such an important endeavor.

We hope you take away something 
useful from the conference and 
make new, virtual connections. 

Warmly,
Tariem Burroughs - Board Chair, PFP



Schedule of the Day

9:30am - 11:00am Welcome & Keynote

9:30am - 10:30am Drag Story Time (ages 3-7)

11:00am - 11:15am BREAK

11:15am - 12:05pm Workshop Session I

12:00pm - 1:00pm Virtual Sponsor Fair

1:00pm - 1:50pm Workshop Session II

1:00pm - 3:00pm COLAGE Programming

1:50pm - 2:00pm BREAK

2:00pm - 2:50pm       Community Connection

2:50pm - 3:00pm BREAK

3:00pm - 4:00pm Closing Plenary

Keynote Conversation 
9:30am - 11:00am

Resistance is Not a Spectator Sport: Racial 
Reckoning in LGBTQ+ Life and Community*
This Keynote Conversation will include 
educator Alicia T. Crosby, Kris Henderson 
from the Amistad Project, Celena Morrison 
from the Philadelphia Mayor’s Office, 
LaTonya Myers from the Philadelphia 
Community Bail Fund, and will be 
moderated by PFP parent and faith 
organizer Naomi Washington-Leapheart. PFP members may 
remember Naomi as our conference keynote speaker in 2018.

The discussion will center around the work of acknowledging 
and disrupting white supremacy in LGBTQ+ communities and 
beyond through strategic organizing and other forms of political 
engagement, including building revolutionary-minded queer 
families. 

Participants will leave the session with some concrete ideas on 
how to discuss these topics within their families (immediate, 
extended and chosen), how resistance and solidarity can 
become habits, not hobbies, and finally how to show up 
authentically and move from being allies to accomplices.

* Lower interactivity level - The expectation is that participants will join these 
sessions with their audio/video off and ask questions in the chat. These 
sessions will be recorded. Closed captioning provided.



Workshop Session I
11:15am - 12:05pm

COVID-19 and Kids**
Come hear the latest science about the impact of the novel 
coronavirus on newborns, babies, toddlers, and kids of all ages. We'll 
also discuss how to use this information to make the right decisions 
for your family. This session will be led by pediatrician and Medical 
Director of Philadelphia FIGHT Pediatrics, Dr. Mario Cruz. 

Parenting Through a Pandemic*** 
sponsored by RMA of Philadelphia
Join therapists Marquita Bolden, LCSW, and Robin Hornstein, PhD, in 
a free-ranging discussion of the importance of self care for parents, 
managing anxiety, decision fatigue, balancing emotional and safety 
needs, finding a work life/home life balance when working from home 
and more.

Transparent: Raising Our Voices***
This virtual session will discuss our experiences with trans and 
non-binary parenting, intersectional identities with gender variance, 
and the resources available.

What's On Your Bookshelf?** 
sponsored by American Reading Company
Join children’s book author Rashad Davis, Nicole Major from Pink 
Butterfly Press, and Alli Harper from OurShelves in a discussion about 
the importance of offering our kids books featuring characters with 
diverse identities. We’ll also talk about your favorite books, what 
books you're still seeking, as well as how we can collectively advocate 
in the publishing industry for the more diverse books still needed.

**Medium interactivity level - We suggest audio and video on after a short 
presentation. These sessions will be recorded.

***High interactivity level - The expectation is that participants will have their 
video on and audio on when appropriate to participate in the group 
discussion. These sessions will NOT be recorded.

Workshop Session II
1:00pm - 1:50pm

Navigating Learning at Home** 
sponsored by Main Line Fertility
Whether your kids are attending virtual school at home, in-person or 
hybrid school, or homeschooling, there are a multitude of challenges 
parents are facing in this unprecedented time. 

We’ll discuss concerns about kids falling behind, getting the social 
engagement your kids need, and how to make sure your LGBTQ+ 
family is still represented in the virtual classroom. 

The session will be led by the new principal at Penn Alexander in 
West Philly, Lauren Overton, and Northeast High School's principal 
Omar Crowder.

Talking to Your Kids About Race and Racism***
With increased visibility of racial violence in recent months, many 
parents and caregivers are wondering when and how to address race 
and racism with their children. 

In this workshop, we will discuss why it is so important to talk about 
race and best practices for doing so, examine strategies for 
overcoming discomfort and our own socialization into colorblindness, 
and role play conversations in order to gain confidence. 

This session will be led by educators Gina Cline and Sherry Wyche.

**Medium interactivity level - We suggest audio and video on after a short 
presentation. These sessions will be recorded.

***High interactivity level - The expectation is that participants will have their 
video on and audio on when appropriate to participate in the group 
discussion. These sessions will NOT be recorded.

https://rmanetwork.com/states/philadelphia/
http://www.americanreadingathome.com
http://www.mainlinefertility.com


For Kids 3-7 years old
9:30am - 10:30am 

Drag Queen Story Time with Miss Brittany Lynn
Philadelphia's drag queen Miss Brittany Lynn will bring her stories of 
love and acceptance as well as puppets, sing-a-longs, and easy crafts 
to a Zoom webinar near you - live during the PFP conference. Settle 
your kids with Brittany Lynn on one device, and then join us for the 
Keynote Conversation on another device.

Off-Line Activities
PFP understands that kids in this age group are hard to engage for 
long stretches of time via video, so volunteers put together a list of fun 
offline activities for kids 3-7 years old. Download the suggested 
activity sheet by clicking here.

For Kids 8-14+
1:00pm - 3:00pm with COLAGE

For 8-10 year olds:
1pm - 2pm Our Families in the Media
COLAGErs will gain a deeper understanding of representation in 
media and how to use it to represent their own families in a way that 
feels authentic and just to them and their stories.

2pm - 3pm Body Positivity and Disability Justice
COLAGErs come in all different shapes and sizes, with different 
access-needs and abilities. How can we celebrate our bodies
and understand our differences?

For 11-13 year olds:
1pm - 2pm Emotions
In this workshop, COLAGErs will be learning to identify how they feel 
at any given time and understand why they feel that way. We will also 
learn how feelings can be channeled to help you meet your goals. In 
the end, we hope you take away the idea that emotions matter and 
that, when you are able to understand and regulate your emotions, 
you are better able to navigate life’s uncertainties.

2pm - 3pm Power, Privilege, Oppression
Youth will explore definitions of power, class, privilege, and 
oppression. We will be particularly focused on systems of power as 
they pertain to gender, race, disability, and capitalism. By the end of 
this workshop, each youth will develop a toolkit to use as future 
advocates.

14+ year olds
1pm - 3pm Pandemics and Social Inequity
Historically, pandemics have exasperated social inequities present in 
society. This workshop will focus on social inequities in the
United States during pandemics, both in history and during the 
outbreak of COVID-19. Racism and classism will be explored, in 
particular.

https://www.pfpconference.org/schedule.html
https://www.pfpconference.org/uploads/1/3/3/2/133200378/pfp_offline_activities_3-7yos.pdf
https://www.pfpconference.org/uploads/1/3/3/2/133200378/pfp_offline_activities_3-7yos.pdf


Community Connection
2:00pm - 2:50pm

In an effort to help build community during this year’s virtual event, we 
are holding several small discussion groups during this time slot 
divided by the age of children in our families. 

If your kids fall into more than one category, you can either choose 
one category or the "different ages" group.  

Each meeting will be hosted by one or more PFP volunteers and will 
be highly interactive. The expectation is that video will be on and 
audio on when appropriate. 

These sessions will not be recorded. 

- Prospective & Expectant LGBTQ+ Parents

- LGBTQ+ Grandparents

- LGBTQ-led families with infants and babies 0-18 months

- LGBTQ-led families with toddlers 18 months-4 year olds

- LGBTQ-led families with 5-10 year olds

- LGBTQ-led families with 11-13 year olds

- LGBTQ-led families with 14+ years olds

- LGBTQ-led families with kids of different ages

Closing Plenary
3:00pm - 4:00pm

What’s at Stake This Fall for 
LGBTQ+ led Families?*

During this closing plenary, we’ll hear from:

- Leslie Cooper, Deputy Director of the ACLU’s LGBT & HIV 
Project, with an update to the Fulton vs. City of Philadelphia 
case. PFP is an intervenor in the case, which will be argued 
before the U.S. Supreme Court on Nov. 4th.

- Julie Kruse, Director of Federal Policy from Family Equality, 
will update us on the Every Child Deserves a Family Act, 
attacks on the transgender community, and federal laws in the 
works that would help protect our families’ rights. 

- Rep. Malcolm Kenyatta, Pennsylvania’s first Black openly gay 
state representative (PA-181), will talk about what’s at stake in 
this election at the state level and bills impacting our families 
that are pending in Harrisburg.

This session will be moderated by PFP board member and 
attorney Adam Podowitz-Thomas and PFP Board Chair Tariem 
Burroughs.

* Lower interactivity level - The expectation is that participants will join these 
sessions with their audio/video off and ask questions in the chat. These 
sessions will be recorded. Closed captioning provided.

https://www.philadelphiafamilypride.org/fulton-v-city-of-phila.html


Book Giveaway

This year we are offering each household that registers a free book 
sent directly to your home through Harriet's Bookshop. Registrants 
have a choice of the following six books.

Books will be ordered in one batch after the conference, so expect 
your book to arrive by the end of October. 

Virtual Book Fair

If you'd like more than one of these books, we suggest checking out 
our virtual book fair with Making Worlds on Bookshop.org where you 
can order these six books on the opposite page and others.

Making Worlds in a new, non-profit, cooperative bookstore that 
opened this year in West Philly.

https://www.harriettsbookshop.com/
https://bookshop.org/lists/philadelphia-family-pride-bookfair-with-making-worlds


Remembering 
Trans Lives in Philly

Mia Green (29) September 28, 2020

Dominique "Rem'mie" Fells (27) June 9, 2020

Michelle "Tamika" Washington (40) 

May 19, 2019

Shantee Tucker (30) September 5, 2018

Maya Young (25) February 21, 2016

London "KiKi" Chanel (21) May 18, 2015

Keisha Jenkins (22) October 6 or 7, 2015

Diamond Williams, July 2013

Kyra Cordova (27) September 3, 2012

Stacey "Blahnik" Lee (31) October 11, 2010

Christopher Jermaine Scott (36) July 1, 2009

Erica Keel (21) March 22, 2007

Alexis King  February 3, 2006

Nizah "Roberta" Morris (47) December 24, 2002

Support locally by donating to Philly Trans March
Paypal: phillytransmarch215@gmail.com

Anna Francisco December 22, 1998

Sherry Ransom June 24, 1998

Unknown January 1, 1995

Lora Vasalio August 11, 1990

Tanya Moore June 30, 1986

Tina Rodriguez June 30, 1986

Tina Arroyo June 30, 1986

Cortez Morris April 17, 1985

Tianna "Timothy" Langley March 1, 1985

Chiron Collins May 1984

Barbara  Brodie January 3, 1981

Illustration of Rem’mie Fells by Shannon D. Taylor

List provided by PFP board member and GALAEI’s 
TransEquity Project recruiter, Mikah Thomas.

Who Were 
Lost to Violence



Thank You

A big thank you to PFP Executive Director 
Stephanie Haynes for leading the effort to put on 
this conference again this year.

We are also grateful to have the support of our 
summer intern, Taylor Goldberg, who extended 
her work into the fall to support this event.

We are grateful to all of our board members and 
volunteers for their time spent planning this event, 
but especially board member Jadzia Axelrod for 
her awesome graphic design work.

Many thanks to the conference speakers, 
facilitators, and experts who put on the 
programming for you today. 

And a final word of thanks to our conference 
sponsors, without whom this event wouldn’t be 
possible. Please look through the ads on the 
following pages and visit them during the virtual 
sponsor fair from 12-1pm.

Philadelphia Family Pride’s mission is to build 
community for LGBTQ+ parents, prospective 
parents, grandparents, and our kids of all ages –  
including adults, youth, kids, toddlers and infants. 
We support our families in the greater 
Philadelphia region through advocacy, education 
and family-centered events.

We strive to create a fun, reflective and supportive 
environment where our diverse identities are 
nurtured while working to promote a more just 
world.

To get more involved with PFP, consider joining 
the Philly Family Pride Board of Directors for 2021 
or volunteering on one of our committees.

To nominate yourself for a board position, e-mail 
Chair Tariem Burroughs by 12/1/20 at 
tariem@phillyfamilypride.org. To volunteer, visit 
philadelphiafamilypride.org/volunteer.html.

People of color, trans parents, nonbinary parents 
and prospective parents encouraged to apply.

Get More Involved!

mailto:tariem@phillyfamilypride.org
https://www.philadelphiafamilypride.org/volunteer.html


Our Sponsors

DIAMOND:
American Reading Company

Main Line Fertility
RMA of Philadelphia

PLATINUM:
Cryogam Colorado

Department of Behavioral Health and 
Intellectual disAbility Services

Friends’ Central School
Main Line Health

Mosaic Medical Center
Philadelphia Gay News

GOLD:
6abc

A Second Chance
Advocare Fairmount Pediatrics

Children's Hospital of Philadelphia
COLAGE

Creative Business Accounting and Tax Service
Dennis Debiak, Therapist

Friends Select School
Jerner Law Group
Mazzoni Center

Philly Death Doula Collective
Philadelphia FIGHT

GOLD, continued:
Surrogacy Center of Philadelphia

Turning Points for Children
The Waldorf School of Philadelphia

YIKES, Inc.

SILVER:
A Baby Step Adoption

ACLU of PA
Bebashi - Transition to Hope
Be Intentional Financial LLC

Fifty Shades of Purple Against Bullying
Jewish Family and Children's Service

Lifecycle WomanCare
Natural Lands

Surro Connections
Vaysman Legal

BRONZE:
Fairfax Cryobank

GALAEI
Gay Parent Magazine

Hornstein, Platt and Associates
KMS Psychotherapy

Open Arms Adoption Network
OurShelves

Philadelphia Couples Therapy
Refuge Midwifery

Silliman Massage and Bodywork
Tabernacle United Church

Therapy Center of Philadelphia
Thom Duffy Massage Therapy

Please visit the virtual sponsor fair between 12-1pm.
Check your conference email for links.

http://www.americanreadingathome.com
https://www.mainlinefertility.com/
https://rmanetwork.com/states/philadelphia/
https://www.cryogam.com/
http://www.dbhids.org
http://www.dbhids.org
https://www.friendscentral.org/
https://www.mainlinehealth.org/
https://mosaicmedicalcenter.org/
https://epgn.com/
http://www.6abc.com
https://www.asecondchance-kinship.com/
https://advocarefairmountpediatrics.com/
http://www.chop.edu
http://www.colage.org
https://www.creativebusinessaccounting.com/
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/dennis-m-debiak-philadelphia-pa/31018
http://friends-select.org
https://www.jernerlaw.com/
https://www.mazzonicenter.org/
https://phillydeathdoulas.com/
http://www.fight.org
http://www.philadelphiasurrogates.com
https://www.turningpointsforchildren.org/
http://www.phillywaldorf.com
https://www.yikesinc.com/
https://ababystepadoption.com/
https://www.aclupa.org/
http://www.bebashi.org
http://www.beintentionalfinancial.com
https://www.fspagainstbullying.org/
https://www.jfcsphilly.org/main-home-page/adults/lgbtq/
http://www.lifecyclewomancare.org
http://www.naturallands.org
http://www.surroconnections.com
http://www.vaysmanlegal.com
http://www.fairfaxcryobank.com
https://www.galaei.org/
https://gayparentmag.com/
http://www.hptherapy.com
http://www.kmspsychotherapy.com
http://www.openarmsadoption.net
http://www.ourshelves.com
http://www.philadelphiacouplestherapy.com
http://www.refugemidwifery.com
https://www.pediatricmassagepa.com/
http://www.tabunited.org
http://www.therapycenterofphila.org
https://thomduffy.amtamembers.com/


http://www.mainlinefertility.com
http://www.mainlinefertility.com
https://www.americanreadingathome.com/view/pfp/
https://www.americanreadingathome.com/view/pfp/


http://www.cryogam.com
http://www.cryogam.com
http://www.rmanetwork.com
http://www.rmanetwork.com


http://www.dbhids.org
http://www.dbhids.org
http://www.friendscentral.org/fall2020
http://www.friendscentral.org/fall2020


http://www.mosaicmedicalcenter.org
http://www.mosaicmedicalcenter.org
http://www.mainlinehealth.org/lgbtq
http://www.mainlinehealth.org/lgbtq


http://www.6abc.com
http://www.6abc.com
http://www.epgn.com
http://www.epgn.com


https://advocarefairmountpediatrics.com/
https://advocarefairmountpediatrics.com/
http://www.asecondchance-kinship.com
http://www.asecondchance-kinship.com


http://www.colage.org
http://www.colage.org
http://www.chop.edu/network
http://www.chop.edu/network


- Accounting
- Small Business Services

- Payroll Processing
- Bookkeeping

- Tax Preparation

818 South St., 1st Fl Philadelphia, PA 19147
Tel: (888) 407-7764  Fax: (215) 928-0818

CreativeBusinessAccounting.com

http://www.creativebusinessaccounting.com
http://www.creativebusinessaccounting.com
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/dennis-m-debiak-philadelphia-pa/31018
http://www.creativebusinessaccounting.com


http://www.jernerlaw.com
http://www.jernerlaw.com
http://www.friends-select.org
http://www.friends-select.org


http://www.mazzonicenter.org/pacts
http://www.mazzonicenter.org/pacts
http://www.phillydeathdoulas.com
http://www.phillydeathdoulas.com


http://www.philadelphiasurrogates.com
http://www.philadelphiasurrogates.com
http://www.fight.org/pediatrics
http://www.fight.org/pediatrics


http://www.turningpointsforchildren.org/foster
http://www.turningpointsforchildren.org/foster
http://www.phillywaldorf.com
http://www.phillywaldorf.com


http://www.yikesinc.com
http://www.yikesinc.com
http://www.aclupa.org
http://www.ababystepadoption.com
http://www.ababystepadoption.com


https://www.fspagainstbullying.org/
https://www.fspagainstbullying.org/
http://www.beintentionalfinancial.com
http://www.beintentionalfinancial.com
http://www.jfcsphilly.org
http://www.bebashi.org


http://www.lifecyclewomancare.org
http://www.lifecyclewomancare.org
https://natlands.org/chase2020/
https://natlands.org/chase2020/
http://www.vaysmanlegal.com
http://www.vaysmanlegal.com
http://www.surroconnections.com
http://www.surroconnections.com


Definitions:
Gender Identity: Gender Identity: One’s internal sense of being male, female, neither of these, both, or another gender(s). Everyone has a gender identity, 
including you. For transgender people, their sex assigned at birth and their own internal sense of gender identity are not the same. Female, woman, and girl and 
male, man, and boy are also NOT necessarily linked to each other but are just six common gender identities.
Gender Expression/Presentation: The physical manifestation of one’s gender identity through clothing, hairstyle, voice, body shape, etc. Most transgender 
people seek to make their gender expression (how they look) match their gender identity (who they are), rather than their sex assigned at birth.
Sex Assigned at Birth: The assignment and classification of people as male, female, intersex, or another sex based on a combination of anatomy, hormones, 
chromosomes. It is important we don’t simply use “sex” because of the vagueness of the definition of sex and its place in transphobia. Chromosomes are 
frequently used to determine sex from prenatal karyotyping (although not as often as genitalia). Chromosomes do not determine genitalia or gender.
Physically Attracted To: Sexual Orientation. It is important to note that sexual and romantic/emotional attraction can be from a variety of factors including but 
not limited to gender identity, gender expression/presentation, and sex assigned at birth.
Emotionally Attracted To: Romantic/emotional orientation. It is important to note that sexual and romantic/emotional attraction can be from a variety of factors 
including but not limited to gender identity, gender expression/presentation, and sex assigned at birth. There are other types of attraction related to gender such 
as aesthetical or platonic. These are simply two common forms.

http://www.autostraddle.com/its-time-for-people-to-stop-using-the-social-construct-of-biological-sex-to-defend-their-transmisogyny-240284/

